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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MNUC, OCLR, IAEA, US, EG 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIP (NPW) TRANSIT OF 
SUEZ CANAL 

REE: (A) STATE 102620, (B) VIENNA 3532 

1. AM SLIGHTLY CONCERNED ABOUT COMMLICATIONS WHICH IAEA 
INVOLVEMENT IN REFERENCE SUBJECT, AT GOE REQUEST, COULD 
CREATE. I RECOGNIZE THERE IS VALUE IN LETTING IAEA 
PROCEED ON ITS OWN LEISURELY COURSE IN REPLYING TO 
SECRET 

SECRET 
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EGYPTIAN QUERIES (REE A). AT SAME TIME, THERE IS DANGER 
HERE THAT PEOPLE LIKE ATOMIC ENERGY DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
HAMMOUDA AND SCA OFFICIALS WILL ARGUE THAT DECISION 
SHOULD NOT BE MADE UNTIL IAEA RESPONSE HAS BEEN RECEIVED. 

WHAT WE CLEARLY MUST DO IS REMIND EGYPTIANS AGAIN AND 
AGAIN THAT DESIGN AND OPERATION OF NPW'S IS QUITE 
DIFEERENT FROM NUCLEAR POWERED COMMERCIAL VESSELS 
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AND THAT IAEA HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH AND KNOWS NOTHING 
ABOUT FORMER CATEGORY OF VESSEL, IF THIS IS INDEED SO. 

2. IN THIS CONTEXT, IT IS CLEARLY DESIRABLE THAT 

IAEA RESPONSE AND IAEA TEAM, WHEN SENT, ADHERE STRICTLY 
TO NON-MILITARY LETTER OF IAEA STATUTE. IT WOULD BE 
HELPFUL, HOWEVER, IF WE COULD ON OUR OWN PREPARE EGYPTIANS 
FOR THIS. IS THERE ANY WAY THAT WE COULD REVEAL TO 
EGYPTIANS THAT WE KNOW ABOUT THEIR REQUEST TO IAEA AND 
USE THIS AS A PEG TO MAKE THE POINT INDICATED ABOVE? 

THIS MIGHT HELP AVOID DELAY INDECISION-MAKING ON NPW 
TRANSITS. IF IAEA PROVIDED INFO ON CLASSIFIED BASIS, 

THOUGHT OCCURS TO US THAT PERHAPS INFO ABOUT EGYPTIAN 
QUERY COULD BE ELICITED IN SOME WAY FROM EGYPTIAN 
AMBASSADOR OMAR SIRRI. 

3. WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE IS SOME KIND OF A PEG ON 
WHICH I COULD HANG OUR CONTINUING EFFORTS TO MAKE SURE 
EGYPTIANS UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN NPW'S AND 
NUCLEAR COMMERCIAL VESSLES AND THE INAPPLICABILITY TO 
NPW'S OF ANY ADVICE IAEA MAY GIVE. THIS WILL BE NECESSARY 
IF WE ARE GOING TO PRESS GOE PROCEED EXPEDITIOUSLY WITH A 
FAVORABLE DECISION ON NPW TRANSITS THROUGH SUEZ 
CANAL. EILTS 

SECRET 
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